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2%.—Number of Gas Meters in Use, fiscal years ended Mar. 31, 1816=11.
. Manufac- Matural | Acetylene
Fiscal Year, tured Gas. Gas, Gas, Butane, Total.
No. No. No. No. o.
199,54 67,940 - - 267,454
314,015 55,697 - - 370,612
98, 344 88, 795 - - dtd,
336,388 91,056 - - 427,444
50, 777 85, 004 513 - 426,204
861,478 98,404 577 460,550
366,840 104,785 430 - 16¢,035
370,459 102,007 438 - 481,904
300, 105, B 415 - 496,777
405,471 106,861 404 - 512,736
443,087 85,762 425 - 244
162,496 00,302 858 - 553,156
482,076 08, 915 357 - 581,348
500 107,504 116 - 612,120
520,788 118,390 17 - 639,295
530,509 , 67 205 656, 731

21.—Number of Cubic Feet of Gas Sold In Canada, fiscal years ended Mar. 31, 1928-31.

Fig-
Carbiretted Coke Oven Natural Acetylene

Yc::r Water Gag, | Coal Ges. Gas. Gas. Gas. Butans. Total.

cu. ft. ev. It. ou, ft. e, [t. cu. ft. cu. [t. cu. 1.
1920 | 4,487,511,839| 6,787,370.045 - | 17,117.100,328] 1,669,650 -] 28,383,651,662
1021 | 5,331,442, 415| 7,006,221, 745 - - - - -
1622 | 4,868,301,857| 8,433,960, =~ | 11,28%,502,401] 1,005,000 - | 24,362, 850,161
1923 | 6,632,961,600| 7,637, 113,007 132.000| 12,238, %36,582] 1.165,395 -1 26,510.207,884
1924 | 5,214,843, 200| 8,042,882, 100 3,188,600 14,868, 518,700 1,104,069 - 28,128,728,149
1025 | 5,254,802, 700| 7,824,192, 540 81,028,300 16, 526,604,563] P, 266, 109 -} 23,697,494,212
1026 | 4.835,613,326| 8,149,894, 391 | 1,449,704, 500 13,004.469,776| 1,210,804 = b 27,440,082 887
1927 | 5,504,503, 468| 8,405, 656,320 1,040,978, 000{ 17,855.365,700| 1,247, 108 -} 33,134,650, 005
1928 | 0,883, 634,603] 7,458,904, 1,680,287,108| 20,365, 048,768] 1,325,510 =1 38,419,210,034
1929 | 4,550,823, 500| 6,273,274,533| 6,007.920,366| 25,491, 446.0007 647,168 =1 42,414, 114,867
1930 | 4,456,996, 628| 5,802,653, 503] 9,153,473,000 31,880,844 847, 230/ - | 50,204,814, 961
1931 | 4,214, 854,234 0,249,180, 8521 7,702,046,9111 23,584, 604,060) BT, 0801 9,137,000 48, 800,407,148

Section 7.—Statistics of Wholesale and Retail Merchandising.!

Comprehensive information regarding the distribution of commodities to the
consumer iz an outstanding need in the field of statistical effort at the present
time. Statistics of production have helped to solve many of the problems of pro-
duction, thus rendering it more efficient. We have very little information of an
exact nature about wholesale and retail distribution, yet some of the most important
business problems of the day are concerned with this field of activity by which goods
reach the ultimate consumer from the manufacturer and producer. It iz to be
expected that if o comprehensive picture of the channels through which commodities
are distributed and services rendered to consumers was made available, it would
lead to many economies and aid in the development of more efficient distribution,

In connection with the 1931 population census information regarding mer-
chandiging and service establishments has been collected with the purpose of
obtaining a much needed comprehensive picture of the distribution of commedities
at wholesale and retail and of the agencies through which services are performed.
This census ineluded questions on capital employed, employees, wages, sales and
expenses, ete. At the time of going to press the census material covering these
aspects of internal trade has not been completely assembled or analysed, Refer-
edce is made to pp. 644-646 of the 1031 Year Book for the latest figures on trading
establishments and chain stores.
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